
Saturday 27th 10.00 am
Timothy and Lillian Rafferty – A
Sunday 28th 10.00 am
Carmel Hecker – 1st A
Patrick, Nora, Tristan  Moran – A
Aidan Moran – 1st A
Tony and Joan O’Halloran – A
Peter Kennedy - A
Special Intention – Get well
Michael Brown – R.D
Mary Varley – A
Mary Moran – A
Kathleen Conroy – A
Rose Mazzola – A
Peggy Fisher – M.M
Laura Lombard – M.M
Kathleen Keaveny – 1st A
David Sheehan - A
Monday 1st March 10.00 am
Paul Kerrane – A
Tuesday 2nd 10.00 am
Liturgical Service
Sunday 07th 10.00 am
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A few words from Fr Joe…………..

Just outside my kitchen window a bare tree stands. I see it there each morning
at my first prayers of each Lenten day. While it is in the deep slumber of winter,
with not a single leaf showing, it welcomes birds and gives them a place to
stand, rest and sing.

It has been my Covid companion, always a little lift, just to see it there. Wind
moves its branches, their gentle swaying sooths my spirits. Rain makes it glisten,
shiny bark reflects the silver light of day. Recently snow settled briefly on its
limbs, swelling tiny sticks. Today seven pink buds opened, I named them after
the days of the week, reserving “Sunday” for the most colourful of them.
Beneath the surface sap is rising, another ring forming, leaves will soon burst
into the warming spring like days. Trees grow till they fall. 

The winter tree is clearly defined, the trunk carries the outstretched branches
firmly supported. When I go to the altar to pray, the rows of empty benches
stretch from sanctuary to door and remind me of my tree. 

When I catch a glimpse of parishioners, slipping into pray during the day, sitting
here and there, they give life like the buds which adorn those branches. For the
tree spring will work its magic, it will surely unfold into leaf and the lovely
skeleton of the tree will vanish. 

Without winter, it’s hard to fully appreciate the way the tree holds itself in
nature. The greater challenge is to see how the empty pews carry the living
church, which this Covid winter contains at home. My heart yearns for that time
when our mid-summer comes and licit gatherings join us like the leaves on the
tree into a sea of faces, a chorus of voices, a murmuring of responses.

Let the Lenten prayers carry you towards the God who lives in nature, dwells in
each other and holds us all in being, till we fall.

‘This is my Son, the Beloved.’
Trust in the Lord is the theme that links all this

week’s readings.

As we continue our Lenten journey, we are
reminded of the extent of the Lord’s love and
generosity – if we but listen to his voice and
place our trust in him.

In the First Reading we see the depth of
Abraham’s trust in God as he is asked to sacrifice
his beloved son. Abraham’s faithfulness is
rewarded with more blessings than he could
ever have imagined.

The Psalmist gives thanks and praise to the Lord
who has freed him, reminding us that he trusted
God even when sorely afflicted. Like him, we can
rejoice as we walk in the presence of the Lord.

In the Second Reading, echoing the story of
Abraham and Isaac, St Paul challenges us to
recall the enormity of God’s love for the world in
giving up his Son. With Jesus standing at the
right hand of God pleading for us, we can have
confidence in placing all our trust in him.

In the Gospel, Jesus asks Peter, James and John
to trust him and not speak of the wonder of
what they have witnessed on the mountain top.

This week we pray for the grace to trust and to
listen ever more closely to the voice of the Lord,
so that we too might walk in his presence.

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People

ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports for
older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to
COVID-19. Professional staff are available to answer queries and give
advice and reassurance where necessary. The support line is open
seven days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
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MASS INTENTIONS

‘‘ TThh ii ss   ii ss   mmyy   SSoonn,,
tthhee   BBee lloovveedd ..’’   

World Day of Prayer
Build on a Strong Foundation

Matthew 7:24-27
https://worlddayofprayer.net/index.html


