
Sunday 28th 10.00am  
Margaret Moran – A
Nuala Hanna - A    
Maurice O’Sullivan – 1st A
Mary O’Neill – R
John O’Connell – R
Moira McGrath and
Patty Browne – A
Margaret Donnelly – M.M
Monday 29th 10.00 am
For all who are ill

Tuesday 30th 10.00 am
Liturgical Service
Thursday 1st April 10.00 am
Celine McCormack – A
Molly and Killy Scanlon – 
Special Intention 
Easter Mass Intentions
Easter Sunday 04th April 10am
Tom Costello – 1st A
Carmel Fleming – 1st A
Reddy Day – A
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Mount Merrion Parish Newsletter
28th March 2021

www.mountmerrionparish.ie

Palm Sunday annual collection on 
March 28th please donate online at

www.sunshinefund.ie

MASS INTENTIONS

Novena of Divine Mercy begins on
Good Friday the 2nd April.

Prayer leaflets will be on the Church table.

Feast of Divine Mercy is on Sunday the 10th
April.

A few words from Fr Joe……………..

Thank God for Zoom and the webcam! This week, as during the entire pandemic
the livestreaming of liturgies and prayer from the church has been a lifesaver.
Beginning on last Thursday with the brilliant Jessie Rogers giving the Lenten talk
from her home and going out live by Zoom and then available on the website,
followed on Friday with the beautiful evening of reflection and prayer led by the
funeral ministry group. We were able to login and follow Fr Brian celebrating a
warm, gentle and uplifting funeral for a lady who was 101 on Saturday. 

Sunday morning Mass streamed almost without interruption and allowed me to
address the distress experienced by the families and friends of those effected by 
a recent communication from the Vatican.

Monday morning was the regular Mass to pray with and for the sick. Then for me
the absolute highlight of the week, 57 families with their candidate for
Confirmation came to a Zoom meeting and we listened to their prayers and music
and watched their baptismal candles being passed from one generation to the next. 

This is how we meet the challenges of the present moment, by turning them into
opportunities! This Holy Week will be another moment that we stay apart to stay
safe, but we will be praying in common as we join the parish liturgies, those on RTE
or the wider church. 

Surely the Spirit of God is leading us into the deep and powerful experience of
being church at home, with the family as the congregation and the screen being
our window into mystery.

So, take the most you can from this way of sharing in the life and liturgy, it’s not
perfect but it is a lot more than nothing. Happy Holy Week.
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Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are you, who have
come in your abundant mercy!’ 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the
climax of Jesus’s mission. Today we see him enter
Jerusalem on a donkey, as the cheering crowd joyfully
proclaims ‘Hosanna’, waving palm branches.

As the story of the Passion unfolds in the Gospel, the
mood soon changes. Viewing Jesus as a threat to
their religious authority, the chief priests plot to bring
about his end. The crowd now turns on Jesus,
shouting ‘Crucify him’. Then we accompany Jesus in
his suffering to his last breath, hearing those desolate
words, ‘My God, my God why have you deserted
me?’

We respond with these same words to the Psalm,
which describes the humiliation that Jesus will suffer
in order to save us. In the last verse, however, the
mood changes from dejection to praise and glory.

Though the First Reading also touches on suffering,
the servant takes strength from God’s presence with
him, even in the worst circumstances.

Paul urges the Philippians to be more Christ-like in
their behaviour. Jesus came amongst us in humility as
a servant, showing his great unconditional love for us
by dying on the cross. (Second Reading)

As we accompany Jesus through Holy Week, no
matter what trials we may be facing, let’s pray for
confidence in God’s presence, that we may be
strengthened by it and filled with hope as we look
forward to Easter.


